
 

Notes Regarding the Possibility of Requesting a Waiver for Some Missed School Days  

Some have asked about the possibility of a waiver of some missed school days, so we wanted to share 

the following information from Superintendent of Schools Dr. Hanlin concerning the waiver process: 

Education Article § 7-103 stipulates that schools are to be open 180 days. COMAR 13A.02.01.04 

further specifies that a waiver of the 180-day requirement will be granted by the State Board of 

Education to local school systems only when: 

(1) They demonstrate that sufficient effort has been made through calendar planning and modification; 

and 

(2) Natural or civil disasters or severe weather conditions are sufficiently significant to warrant waiver.  

Even more specifically, the regulation goes on to state that ….it shall be demonstrated that 

(a) the local school system developed a calendar with included days to be use to make up days lost. (In 

our case, we have 3 days built into the calendar for make-up days.)  

(b) The local school system had modified its calendar by scheduling school on the make-up days 

provided in the original calendar and by extending the school year 3 days beyond the previously 

scheduled closing date.  

From previous experience in WCPS as well as other systems, using Presidents Day as a make-up day is 

proven to be evidence that the local school system has demonstrated effort to modify the school 

calendar. This COULD put us in a better position to request a waiver for the end of the school year. We 

have had 5 inclement weather days this year.  We will have used 2 built-in make up days (1 of the built-

in make-up days had already passed before the first snow day), added 2 days to the end of the calendar, 

and modified the existing calendar to have school instead of a holiday on Feb. 21. 

We could now apply for a waiver, but it must be recognized that in previous years when waivers were 

granted, those waivers involved a lot more days missed:  

• In 13-14 we lost 9 days of instruction due to inclement weather - 3 days were waived. 

• In 14-15 we lost 9 days of instruction due to inclement weather - 3 days were waived. 

• In 17-18 we lost 5 days of instruction due to inclement weather - we requested a waiver for two 

of them and were denied. 

• In 19-20 we lost 9 days of instruction due to COVID-19 – 5 days were waived. 


